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Redwood Alliance Supports Renewables Ward Valley Waste )
_ , , Dump Gets
Redwood Alliance and other mem- technologies have reduced projected . .
bers of the Sustainable Energy Budgetnergy use by over 30% since 1975 and Presidential Veto!
Coalition asked President Clinton to renewable energy has climbed to pro-
make good his threat to veto the Inte-vide about 10% of our nation’s energy Who Knows What the
riorand HUD/VA Appropriations Bills.  production. Over the past two decades, Future Will Bring!
In addition, they called upon Congressthese technologies have experienced by Jim Adams

to reverse the deep cuts it has made isignificant price drops and in many
1996 sustainable energy program budeases are cost-competitive with and  President Clinton released 82 r¢a-
gets. even cheaper than conventional ensons for vetoing the Republican byd-

Efforts of Congressional leaders ergy sources. get. One reason was the controvergia
and their corporate supportersthreaten  Continued reliance on fossil and rider to transfer federal land at Wgrd
to destroy the sustainable energy infuclear fuels poses health, environ-Valley in southeastern CA to the St
dustry and prevent further advancesmental, and economic risks. Globalof California. The transfer would
Our government seems to prefer sendwarming is real. Reliance on foreign low the construction of a radioactiye
ing Americans to war to protect for- oil removes a lot of money from our waste dump near the Colorado Ri
eign supplies of oil and opening the nation’s economy. Radioactive waste  “The Clinton Administration ha
environmentally sensitive Arctic Na- continues to pile up at our nucleartaken a strong position on animportant
tional Wildlife Refuge for oil and gas power plants and disposal facilities. issue that affects Californians”, sgid
drilling. Coal and oil burning continues to clog Jim Adams, former Redwood Allian¢e

Congress’ pointed attack on thethe air we breathe with pollutants. Thestaff person and Senior Analyst of
renewables industry would eliminate Pentagon is continually poised to go to continued on next page
or severely restrict almost every pro-war to keep foreign oil flowing. e
gram, while the nuclear industry barely Call the President today af
gets cut. Tax credits and rebate pro{202)456-1414 with your support fof ~ VVard Valley Nuke
grams for renewables would suffer, renewable energy projects. Ask him tp Dump De|ayed
while tax breaks and credits for thepromote a 1997 budget that restorgs .
fossil fuel industry remain intact. sustainable energy pro ramstoformefa‘t press time we learned the DD

y gy prog
. ordered a new environmental study of
Cost-effective support of both levels. s

. the 1,000-acre desert tract near the
energy efficientand renewable energy Colorado River, and additional tests
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In This Issue for the presence of tritium, aradioactiye
RA Supports Renewables . . . . .. 1 Lawsuit Settled .............. 4| isotope already discovered 100 feet
Ward Valley, Still Nota Dump . 1 Campaign Reform ........... 5| below the site. Officials believe that
Letter From Michael ......... 2 Utah Phillips “Retires” ........ 5 | this will delay movement on the dump
Diablo & Humboldt Problems .. 2 Remember Chernobyl ........ 6 | for about a year while long overdyie

\Humboldt Nuke Update ....... 3 HomePowerBBS ............ 6¢ests and the studies are completegl.
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Ward Valleycontinued from page 1 It may be that if Clinton is re-  More Problems at

Safe Energy Communication Council. elected, Vice President Gore’s staff Diablo & Humboldt
“Despite attempts to sneak an inapprowill be making more of the decisions
priate rider into the Balanced Budgeton environmental issues like Ward Lately PG&E has been spending a
Act of 1995, President Clinton has Valley. This is worrisome since many lot of time and ratepayer funds telling
wisely vetoed the Republican budgeton Gore's staff do not understand theus how well they are doing. Yet, bdth
in part because the Ward Valley trans-problems concerning Ward Valley, ap- public sentiment and the Nuclear Regu-
fer would ‘bypass good science’.” preciate the depth of public opposi-latory Commission (NRC) have begn
The language to transfer the landtion, or care enough about the issue. Ofelling different stories!
would have waived all federal safe-course if a Republican is elected as Inits biennial update sentto Hum-
guards the Clinton Administration has President, the land transfer will prob-boldt County ratepayers (see Hu
soughtin negotiations with the State ofably occur soon after the elections. boldt Nuke on page 3), PG&E had only
California, including additional tests There has been no known furthergood to say about itself. And in a bar-
recommended by a panel from the Na-attempts to pass legislation via a riderage of free and paid publicity, the
tional Academy of Sciences and limits on a budget bill or other legislation thatutility gave itself kudos for havin
on plutonium, total waste volume, ra- would force DOI to transfer the land. done a good job repairing damages
dioactivity, monitoring, and related op- White House and DOI staff are op- from this winter's huge wind stormg.
erationalissues. The Governor of Cali-posed to such a maneuver. Senator But, a January 4, 1996, NRC inp-
fornia and other state officials have Boxer's Washington office is watch- spection report from the Humboldt Bay
refused to carry out the tests. ing for any such attemptsinthe SenateNuclear Power Plant showed that
“We urge the President to hold the A*“stand-alone” transfer billcould PG&E had been negligent by releasjnc
line. President Clinton and his budgetbe filibustered, but a rider to a budgetradioactive water into Humboldt Bay.
negotiators should remain steadfast irreconciliation bill could stillgetthrough An under-trained technician with pp-
their conviction,” concluded Adams. the Senate. Given President Clinton’stentially too many duties had repeft-
It appears that some members ofinclusion ofthe Ward Valley land trans- edly overridden plant safety equipmént
the Clinton Administration want to fer in his veto message regarding theo perform routine maintenance.
delay any action regarding the landfirst budget bill, it is reasonable to The previous year, PG&E had
transfer until after the election. They think his staff would insist that any quested and received permission tofcu
are considering conducting new testdanguage on the land transfer beback on staffing at the plantin ordento
and starting a Supplemental EIS. Ei-dropped from a new budget bill. save money. But now, it appears tha
ther one or both actions would take However, with politics, anything the decreased staff at the plant cannc
several months to complete. On theis possible. We only know that we needdo it all. Not only are technicians re-
other hand, some Clinton officials wantto hold their feet to the fire on this and quired to watch over the operating fos-
this project to move forward. other important energy issues.:s,,  sil fuel powered plants, but they also
continued on next page, columnp 2

A Letter From Michael to Our Friends

My friends often tellme how much ing from media and government. tribution. And believe me, itfeels pretty
they appreciate the work Redwood Al- Every day we see successes thalarn good to participate in the succgs:
liance does for the community and thelead my thoughts toward a clean, safeas well as the effort.
environment. The thanks are appreci-and just future. Are you people hearing I am asking for your help. Just ope
ated and go a long way toward offset-of those things? | think not, otherwise day a month, or a couple hours a weel
ting the low wages and long hours thatmore of you would be getting deeply would do a world of good. Just as
come with a career choice of activism.involved in public interest projects that important would be a few committed

Still, a lot of folks have become are important to you. individuals willing to get down angd
complacent about what's happeningin  I'd like to give those of you who dirty and become one of our directafrs,
our world. This isn’t surprising, con- are a bit overwhelmed by failures andhelping to shape the future of RA.
sidering the formidable tasks at handunderwhelmed by success an opportu-  We'relooking forward to your call.
and the lack of interest and truth com-nity to feel that you are making a con- Thanks, Michael Welch
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Humboldt Bay Nuclear Power Plant - What PG&E doesn't tell you...

Once again, PG&E has mailed outered. When the plant’s radiation leak-California’s Public Utility Commis
their biennial Humboldt Bay Power age problems earned itthe title of “dirti- sion agreed, though they are well kn
Plant Update It contains the decep- estplantinthe nation” (Science Maga-for giving the utility what it wants,
tions and half-truths we’'ve become zine), PG&E'’s answer was to ask theThey would not let PG&E charge ts
used to from the world’s largest inves-NRC to increase its allowable radia-ratepayers the money the utility spent
tor-owned utility. tion releases. PG&E’s Humboldt Bay in trying to reopen the plant becayse

This report to the public is re- Nuclear Power Plant led the nation inthere was no reasonable way to reope
quired by the Nuclear Regulatory Com-both off-site releases of radiation andit.
mission (NRC) and, is paid for by worker exposure to radiation. Yet to The section in PG&E’sUpdate
utility ratepayers (us). Apparently, the this day, they continue trying to paintaabout the SAFSTOR decommissign-
NRC has no rules for including the “smiley face” on our nuclear night- ing method was pretty accurate.
truth in the contents of these reportsmare. the public needs to know that the fagil-
because PG&E seemsto be allowedto PG&E'’s Updategoes on to state ity just south of Eureka has becom
include misinformation and deception. that the utility’s decision to not reopen de facto long-term storage site for hi

Since PG&E first announced that the plant was based on economic realevel nuclear waste. This may be for-
it intended to build the nuke plant, it sons and because of new seismic starever, folks. Many experts in nucl
has been less than forthcoming withdards. That's a back-handed way ofpower believe that our Federal govern-
the citizens of Eureka and Humboldt skating the truth. Actually, PG&E tried mentwill never come up with areposi-
County. They ignored the needs andvery hard to deny the existence of thetory to permanently store the high leyel
safety of our communities in favor of earthquake faults located near the plantauclear waste that our nation’s nyke
shoving an environmental and eco-Time after time, the NRC rejected plants produce.
nomic nightmare down our throats. PG&E’s seismic “studies” as inad- The Updatethen goes on to sgy
They continue to give us no reason toequate. Finally, PG&E gave up be-that there is “virtually no risk to t
believe they will change. cause there was absolutely no way thgublic”. The addition of the word “virt

The mega-utility'®Jpdateclaims  plant could be made earthquake saféually” in front of the word “no” meanp
that the nuclear power plant ran effi- without completely rebuilding it. Even continued on page ¢4
ciently and economically. The state-
ment would be funny, except for the Problemscontinued from page 2 and dangerous as a nuclear power plan
seriousness of the problems perpetrated The utility is “down-sizing” staft
upon us and the environment. Pollshave to watch over and deal with bothwherever it can, just to make mqre
show that most of the public believesthe high level and low level radioactive profits. It has already effected can-
that nuclear power plants are inher-waste at the plant site. tamination of Humboldt Bay. Thejr
ently unsafe. The Humboldt Bay In a January 26 press release, thgutting of emergency maintenance fe-
Nuclear Power Plant was the worst ofNRC also announced it was fining sponse teams has created problems fc
the lot. The only way PG&E could PG&E $50,000 for violations at their those of us not directly affected by
make it run at all was to frequently Diablo Canyon Nuclear Power Plant. their nuclear power plants.
ignore problems at the plant. There aréOnce again, PG&E personnel ignored  After this winter's windstorms,
many solid examples of this: established procedures in their work,maybe you were fortunate in gettipg

When an employee tried to ex- resulting in failure of power to one of your power restored quickly because
pose NRC rules violations, PG&E’s their reactors. Fortunately, emergencyyou lived in a major area, but thgre
answer was to fire him, publicly hu- backup generators started, restoringvere tens of thousands that lived with-
miliate him, and, according to the vic- power to the facility. out electricity for many days. Some
tim, threaten his and his family’s well- But the problem is one that Red- were without power for weeks.
being. When PG&E'’s off-site releaseswood Alliance has been talking about ~ This can be blamed on the utility
of radioactivity exceeded legal for twenty years. PG&E, as a corpora-cost cutting and down-sizing. We cgn
amounts, the utility’s solution was to tion more concerned with making aonly hope that it doesn't effect the
remove radiation monitors so that fur- profit than anything else, is not capableutility's continued operation of Diablo
ther infractions would not be discov- of taking care of something so delicateCanyon Nuclear Power Plant. ‘.,
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Humb. Nuke continued from page 3 Plant” shows that there is an earth-occur while radioactive waste is s

that they cannot really say there isn’t aquake fault directly below the plant stored in the reactor building.

risk. lwill grant them that the chance of site. Geologists studying earthquake = Redwood Alliance’s mission is
a major release of radiation may bepotential have told Redwood Alliance create a safe, clean, renewable en
slight, but it is real nevertheless. Thethatthe Little Salmon Earthquake Faultfuture for us all. Acomponent of tha
big earthquake, when it arrives, couldmay in fact be under the site, but at ao challenge non-renewable techn
certainly cause the collapse of eithemminimum is in close proximity to the gies like nuclear. Since 1978, we h
their tall release stack, or the 200 tonplant. been our community’s representat
condenser suspended from the wall,  The Little Salmon Faultis capable in watch-dogging the nuke pla
onto the spent fuel pool. Both of theseof producing a greater than 8.0 earthMostly we have found ourselvesin t
items loom above the pool. If the reac-movement at the plant site. Studiesposition of fighting against PG&E’
tor fuel rods in the pool become dis-show that fault has a history of going plans, but now we offer a viable so
turbed badly enough, they could be-off three times in the last 1700 years,tion to the storage of high level rad
come configured in such a way as toyet hasn’'treleased any pressure in 26@ctive waste at the plant.

begin an uncontrolled nuclear reactionyears. That means anotherbigone could  We propose that the utility take
which would release clouds of radio- happen any time. It is not a matter ofthe high level waste and store it on
active steaminto the environment. That'if” it will happen, but “when.” (outside the reactor building) in ca
isthe worst-case-scenario. Atbest,such ~ What we're talking about is the specially designed for the irradiat
a catastrophe would result in workerbiggest earthquake in California’s re-fuel. That way, the waste can be
exposure to deadly radiation during ancorded history happening a couple ofmoved from the reactor building tha

cleanup process. likely to devastate Eureka, yet PG&E that eventually could decimate it.
By the way, the word “spent” fuel wants us to believe their plant is im- Redwood Alliance has propos
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extensive, expensive, and difficult miles south of Eureka. This one isnot built to withstand the earthquake

bd
to

is agross misnomer. Itis really “irradi- mune to the effects of such a catastrothis Dry Cask Storage technology

radioactive material including pluto- further demonstrated by being the mairhas been unwilling to seriously ¢
nium, the deadliest substance knowrfault studied for Humboldt County’s sider that option. Like the nuclear i
to humans. Earthquake Planning Scenario, sincedustry as a whole, they are remiss
TheUpdatethen goes on to quote its potential is so hazardous. admit there are any problems w
a PG&E staff person who would have Are we to believe that PG&E will nuclear power. Publicly, PG&E sa
us believe there is no danger from archange its tune and tell the truth? Wethe reason is how much money itwo
earthquake. But right in the middle of hope so, but for now we must go bycost. But even with a one-time cost
the quote, he claims “that the plant istheir past deeds and their recent weaketween 10 and 15 million dollars,
not astride an active fault.” The public attempts at placating the public. Wewould be a drop in the bucket co
needs to know that even PG&E’s ownmust push them to deal with the wasteparedto PG&E’s other expenses, w
“Environmental Report for the Decom- safely. And we hope that the big earth-include about $2 million a year,
missioning of Humboldt Bay Power quake and its resulting tsunami don’tinfinitum, to guard and monitor th
nuke plant and its waste.
. Dry Cask Storage would also ca
Lawsuit Settled cel outtwo other problems with nuclg
Writer J.A. Savage has settled herinvolved in editing and writing for our power. First, it eliminates the need
lawsuit with PG&E with an undis- quarterly newsletter, and worked hardtransport PG&E’s radioactive wag

vious involvement with Redwood Al- come involved in. She is now writing also removes the possibility of anott
liance, the mega-utility had her fired for California Energy Markets location being forced to accept t

industry trade publications. attempt to make PG&E pay for their Will PG&E finally come clear

name “Honest,” she worked with RA court in September before the lawsuitright thing? For more information, ca
for several years. Honest was mostlywas set to go to trial. ', Redwood Alliance at 822-7884:;,

ated” fuel containing new, dangerousphe. The Little Salmon’simportance is PG&E more than once, yet the uti(l{y

closed agreement. Because of her prean several CPUC hearings we had beever our often-dangerous roadways.

from two separate writing jobs with She filed her lawsuit in 1988 in an waste in yet another storage facility.

Affectionately known by the nick- injustice. Ms. Savage settled out ofwith this community? Will it do the
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4 What's Wrong with There is no serious campaign re-spending limits, A
formlawin CA. Itis one of seven states[] Crack down on lobbyists’ in
our Government? that allows politicians to collect as fluence, and
Or, how you can most effectively  much as they want from the rich andd Limit special interest PAC cor
make a change powerful. The need is evident: overtributions.

70% of money raised for CA races It appears that this initiative ca
The biggest problem with govern- comes from businesses and theimpass if we go out and make it happ

it definitely is), but rather that it is too comes from outside of the candidatesteform is also being circulated for si
unresponsive to the needs and will ofdistricts; and over 90% of the moneynatures. The second is not as str
the public. We will not see the final end raised by CA candidates comes in conand not as effective as the CALPIR
to nuclear power or the emphasis on dributions over $100. initiative. If both pass the one with t
safe energy future until we have real CALPIRG has begun an initiative most votes will become law.
political reform. process for campaign reform in CA Unfortunately, there is no initig
How can we expect politicians to and we urge you to support them.  tive process on the national level,

ment is not that it is too big (although PAC’s; 9 out of 10 campaign dollars A competing initiative for campaign
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know that it is big business and thefornia Anti-Corruption Act of 1996, is similar legislation. But it is difficult t

corporations that can provide them withpatterned after those successfullyget those “good old people” to pg
the means to win elections? implemented in Oregon, Montana, andlaws that would restrict their own gra
Real political reform would limit Missouri. It would: train. It is like asking them to pasg
the size of contributions from indi- O Limit campaign contributions significant pay cut. We hope they ¢
viduals, political action committees to what average voters can afford, the message from the state initiativ
(PAC), companies, and lobbyists andl] Restrict influence of out-of - For further information, cal
it would put caps on the amount of district contributors, CALPIRG at (916)448-4516.
spending by candidates. [ Set mandatory campaign
Utah Phillips “Retires” Sanity, Long Distance

In October Utah Phillips an- Rosalie Sorrels and Ani DiFranco. We The opportunity still existsto tran
nounced his retirement from touring are looking forward to his book, as thefer your long distance carrier to Wor
and will reduce performances to a mini-songs this guy knows should be con-ng Assets Long Distance (WALD),
mum. Utah has done several shows fosidered an international treasure. Itcompany that supports progressive
Redwood Alliance and other groups inwould be a pity to lose them, as hisganizations and views.
our area, and he will be sorely missedhead is the only place where many of ~ WALD donates a portion of the

In an open letter to his friends, hethose songs exist. Utah is also considsales to various nonprofit organiz
cited health reasons for the changesering a talk show and finding new waystions, and democratically asks custg
He had unknowingly had a heart at-to contribute his storytelling. ers to help with giving it out. WALL
tack, leaving his heart in only partial As you may know, Utah’s work also has a program that allows custc
working order. He had a clear choice ofand life has been financed by the showers to dial their representatives for f
continuing and increasing his risk of he did. With having to cancel over 50to make sure that they hear from u
early death or slowing considerably. future gigs, he is hurting for funds. All our phone lines, includin

In typical form, Utah quips, “any Redwood Alliance encourages you tothose for modeming to the Home Pov
number of alternative therapies beside$ielp him if you can. You can send BBS, are WALD. If you are signed L
‘western’ medicine ... in Nevada City, letters of thanks and support, and evemwith WALD, you'llautomatically see
California, the new-age capital of the some financial help to him at PO Box 25% discount when you call us.

ers here that it makes me sick.” time to give back to him the way he hasMention Redwood Alliance as the 1
Utah plans to continue writing his given of himself to us. ferral and they'll credit us with $10 ¢
songbook and recording with both Good luck to a fine friend. z;,  our next bill. s

westernworld. There are somany heald1235, Nevada City, CA 95959. It is Call 800-788-8588tojoin WALD:.

be responsive to the people whenthey  Their new law, called The Cali- we must insist that Congress engc
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Remember Chernobyl by Helping Victims )

This coming April willbe the tenth near-meltdown occurred when the re-  Third, we need to join the world
anniversary of the nuclear disaster afctor coolant level dropped to within movement against nuclear power.
the Chernobyl reactor in the formerinches of uncovering the core, though NIRS is hoping to see hundredd of
Soviet Union. nine feet above was the required levelcollection points for victim-relief sup

Early in November, | happened to But, about Chernobyl. The Nuclear plies, including vitamins, food suppl
be watching television news. | was Information & Resource Service hasments, over-the-counter drugs, gnc
surprised to hear the correspondenainnounced aprogramto help the worldoaby food. The supplies will be foyr-
announce thatthe tragedy at Chernobytemember Chernobyl while offering warded to a central warehouse run| by
had killed 30 people! Wait a minute, assistance to victims and a program ofChildren of Chornobyl (the spelling
here. The last reports | heard were thaaction. The proposed outline is open tadiffers) for distribution to the victims.
deaths were in the thousands, withfeedback. Steps need to be taken to make
many expecting the ultimate figure to First, we need to help alleviate thesure the collections make the conngc
climb into the tens of thousands! suffering of Chernobyl victims. As tion between the Chernobyl tragedy

We cannot let this tragedy slip shown by the ignorance of that na-and U.S. nuclear program. NIRS siig-
from our consciousness because ofional newsperson, the world hasturnedyests that collection boxes be set|uj
mainstream media’s efforts to its back on those victims, whose num-every Friday infront of the local nuclejr
downplay its significance. Rememberbers are increasing daily as cancers andtility office and other prominent spots.
Chernobyl, because it could happemew birth defects show up. The pointtoFinally, the whole effort could culmi|-
here. In fact it almost did at Three Mile drive home is that this isntinuing  nate with a press conference held| by
Island and Detroit’'s Enrico Fermi disaster. each community on April 26.

Atomic Power Plant. Second, is making the connection Ifyouwould like to help Redwoo

Italmosthappened hereat PG&E'sto the potentially hundreds of Alliance with this project or start your
Humboldt Bay Nuclear Power Plant. Chernobyls waiting to happen in the own similar programin your own com-
During a nuclear “event” in 1970, a world. munity, please give us a call.

D

Home Power Computer BBS

About three years ago, Redwoodvantage of the technology as it be-ers that are out of the area. Thiq is
Alliance started the Home Power BBS comes affordable for all. called “tele-commuting,” a good
with grants from the Unity Avenue If you have a computer and mo- method for allowing people to wofk
Foundation, The Arcata Foundation,dem, you can log onto the system byout of their homes while not incurrirjg
and major support frodome Power dialing (707)822-8640. Your commu- significant travel or overnight mdil
Magazine nications software will allow you to expenses. Gainer and Associates| a

Since then, more than 24,000dial in, participate in the message fo-Arcata recycling consulting firm, has
phone calls have been logged withrums, and download files related tobeen using our service for years wjith
most coming from outside of Califor- renewable energy. excellent results. Since they prodyce
nia and many from international users.  The most popular files on the sys-mostly information, the BBS is rigipt

A BBS is a tool for using a com- tem are the articles from back issues otip their alley. Call for info on puttinTg
puter and modem to help find informa- Home Power Magazinehe “Hands-
tion and exchange ideas. Our BBS con©On Journal of Home-Made Power.”
centrates mostly on small-scale, re-This magazine has become the “bible”
newable energy, which is a fast grow-for people interested in using small-
ing technology becoming more andscale renewable energy for powering
more affordable all the time. their homes and businesses. ¢

The overall philosophy behind the The system is also available to »’JA
system is that the more that peoplebusinesses and non-profits that have a # ff
know about this type of renewable need to communicate electronically -
energy, the sooner they will take ad-with employees, members, or custom

your organization on ling.

Feel free to dial th
BBS, or voice call us for
further information. ‘.,
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